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SWIM MEET POLICY
Permission Slips
Permission slips are sent out to all eligible swimmers.  When you receive your permission slip it is imperative that you adhere to the following:
· Parents are to complete the bottom portion of the slip;
· Be sure to indicate whether or not your swimmer(s) will attend the meet and whether they will be traveling and/or staying with the team. Please note: if you commit to traveling and staying with the team, you must pay your share even if you make other arrangements later.
· Return your signed permission slip by the specified date (VERY IMPORTANT).  
We cannot accept late permission slips. 
Late permission slips and permission slips not being returned cause significant confusion for the Coaches and Team Manager when trying to make swim meet arrangements.  It also raises issues of liability when there are swimmers attending a meet without signed parental consent.  For these reasons a swimmer will not be allowed to attend a meet if a signed permission slip has not been received by the deadline.
NOTE:  We cannot accept phone messages or have swimmers indicating on deck that they will be attending the meet.  
Transportation

The above information will allow us to determine the number of swimmers attending the swim meet, how they will travel (bus, with team or on their own) and accommodations (team or on their own).

Accommodation Fees 
What is available in that particular area, such as gymnasiums, billeting and motels normally determine accommodation fees. Individual swimmer's cost for accommodations will be determined by equally dividing the total cost among all the swimmers traveling and staying with the team.  The travel and accommodation costs incurred by the coaches and chaperones are shared by all of the swimmers attending the meet, no matter how they traveled or where they stayed.  The costs of accommodation for coaches attending a meet are divided equally between all swimmers attending that meet.
Meet Fees

 In a typical meet, the swimmer will be entered in 6 events (3 or 4 in 1-day development meets), giving a cost per swimmer between $30.00 and $50.00. The event fees are collected by FAST, in advance and paid to the host club. Event fees are non-refundable.  The coaching fees for the coaches attending a meet are divided equally among all swimmers attending the meet.
Travel/Information Form

When the total cost of the meet is determined (from the above) a second sheet is sent out usually one week prior to the meet.  The information sheet contains the final cost of the meet, transportation details, the meet schedule, and contact information for the trip.
General Info

We must stress the importance of determining if your swimmer will attend the meet, how they will travel, etc., by the specified date. If the cost of the meet is determined including your swimmer, and s/he changes their mind, it is not fair for the other swimmers of the club to have to absorb those costs. If the swimmer says they will attend the meet, travel with the team or whatever, and then change their minds, they still have to pay their share of the cost.

Remember it is very important to pay your share by the specified date because the club must pay for meets up front (i.e., fees, travel, accommodations, etc).
If the estimated meet cost works out to be wrong for any reason, and the meet costs more than $250.00, a swimmer may reverse their decision to attend a meet or travel with the team with no penalty, assuming the decision is confirmed with the Head Coach and Team Manager prior to one (1) week before the meet.

In the event of a medical emergency, a doctor’s note will be required for a swimmer to be scratched from a meet – if a swimmer has an emergency and does not notify FAST of such before 24 hours prior to the start of the first session of a meet, FAST will still have to pay for the entries fees of that swimmer, so the fees will still have to be paid to FAST.

At the Meet:

Swimmers are expected to represent FAST in a positive manner.  FAST Team clothing, suits and caps are to be worn at all times during swim meets.  Swimmers are responsible for knowing which events they are in, and making sure they arrive at the marshalling area in time for each of those events.  Missing one’s event will result in being scratched from the rest of the meet (SNB rule).  Swimmers must remain with the Team unless they are swimming or warming down, ie, not sitting in the stands or away from the pool deck.
Parent Event:

FAST Parents are responsible for transporting swimmers to and from competition.  Parents are also responsible for supervision of athletes during session breaks and when athletes are away from the pool deck.  The team strongly encourages car pooling and sharing of meet responsibilities between families for these events.  The Team Manager WILL NOT be coordinating these events, so it up to swimmers and families to ensure that swimmers have transportation to and from each session.
Team Event:

FAST Athletes will travel and stay as a team at these events.  Chaperones will be required.  Parents wishing to attend these events may make reservations at the hotels the team is staying at (as outlined in the Parent Handbook), but athletes will be staying together as a team.  Athletes will be staying in rooms with other athletes, not in parent rooms.  This is to promote team cohesiveness and unity.  Individual circumstances may be discussed with the Team Manager and Head Coach prior to the deadline for Permission Slips.

Provincial Team Event:

Swim New Brunswick will be planning and coordinating all details surrounding these events.  FAST will post details and schedules as they become available.  For more information please visit the SNB web site at http://swimming.new_brunswick.net
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